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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance: It would not have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use 
zirconium hydroxide in step i, ii, or iii, in the process of the 
instant claims 1 and 16. 

2. Sharma US 5,52 0,895 discloses a process wherein a catalyst 
is prepared by the steps of: mixing ferrous sulfate with the 
base HZSM-5 and adding to heated distilled water (see column 2, 
lines 62-65 and Example 2) , forming into a desired shape (see 
column 3, lines 3-5), drying, and calcining (see column 6, lines 
24-25), and optionally adding cobalt, nickel, palladium, 
platinum, manganese, or cerium (see column 9, lines 36-42) ; 
Anseth et al . US 5,314,673 discloses a process for the catalytic 
conversion of nitrous oxide to nitrogen and oxygen; Compton et 
al . US 3,907,714 discloses a catalyst for reducing nitrogen 
oxides; Hums US 4,851,381 discloses a catalyst material for 
reducing nitrogen oxides in flue gases comprising various 
metals . 

3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Edward M. 
Johnson whose telephone number is 703-305-0216- The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F 6:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Stanley S. Silverman 
can be reached on 703-308-3837. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 


EMJ 



